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Pharmacology Quiz

1
The nurse is administering an IM injection to a patient.  When the nurse aspirates, there is a blood return.  What is the most appropriate action for the nurse to take?


1.
Continue to administer the medication.


2.
Withdraw the needle and administer in another site.


3.
Withdraw the needle; discard the medication and start over.


4.
Change the needle before administering the medication in another site.

2.
What is the proper technique for administering a subcutaneous injection?


1.
Pull the skin taut.  Insert a 21-gauge needle at a 90-degree angle.


2.
Pinch the skin.  Insert a 25-gauge needle at a 45-degree angle.


3.
Stretch the skin taut.  Insert a 25-gauge needle at a 10-degree angle.


4.
Pinch the skin.  Insert a 21-gauge needle at a 60-degree angle.

3.
The nurse is to administer an IM injection to a 6-month-old.  What is the most appropriate site to utilize?


1.
Vastus lateralis.


2.
Dorsal gluteal.


3.
Ventral gluteal.


4.
Iliac crest.

4.
Ringer’s Lactate is running at 125 ml/hr.  The administration set has 15 drops / ml. What should the drip rate be?


1.
  8 drops / min.


2.
31 drops / min.


3.
50 drops / min.


4.
67 drops / min.

5.
Meperidine HCl (Demerol) 75 mg IM stat is ordered.  The label on the available medication reads Meperidine HCl 50 mg / ml.  What is the best action for the nurse to take?


1.
Give 0.67 ml.


2.
Give 0.75 ml.


3.
Give 1.50 ml.


4.
Wait for the pharmacy to send 75 mg/ml dose.

6.
An adult client has an order for 1000 ml of dextrose 5% in water.  It is to be administered over a 10 hour period using a 12 drop administration set.  What is the infusion rate?


1.
32 drops per minute


2.
25 drops per minute


3.
20 drops per minute


4.
15 drops per minute

7.
Which of the following persons would be least likely to receive tetracycline?


1.
An adolescent with acne.


2.
A woman with chlamydia who is 7 months pregnant.


3.
A 10 year old with Rocky Mountain spotted fever.


4.
A 32-year-old man with walking pneumonia.

8.
An adult is receiving Gantrisin 1 GM p.o. qid for a urinary tract infection.   Which statement she makes indicates a need for more teaching?


1.
“If I get a rash I will apply calamine lotion.”


2.
“I will take my pills with a full glass of water.”


3.
“I will take all the pills even if I feel better.”


4.
“I will stay out of the sun while I am taking the pills.”

9.
An adult client is seen in clinic and methenamine mandelate (Mandelamine) is prescribed.  Which information is most appropriate for the nurse to include in the teaching?


1.
You should drink several glasses of cranberry juice each day.


2.
If it upsets your stomach, try taking it with an antacid.


3.
Avoid going out in the sun while taking Mandelamine.


4.
Take the tablets with orange juice or milk.

10.
An adult client has pulmonary tuberculosis.  He is receiving INH 300 mg p.o. and Ethambutol 1 GM p.o. daily and streptomycin 1 GM I.M. three times a week. When he comes in for a check up he tells the nurse he hates getting shots and his ears ring most of the time.  The best interpretation for the nurse to make is that:


1.
He may be receiving too much Ethambutol.


2.
He should be evaluated for adverse reaction to streptomycin.


3.
Tuberculosis may have spread to the brain.


4.
He is experiencing a reaction commonly seen when INH and Streptomycin are given at the same time.

11.
An adult client has pulmonary tuberculosis.  He is receiving INH 300 mg p.o. and Ethambutol 1 GM p.o. daily and streptomycin 1 GM I.M. three times a week. What teaching is important for this patient?


1.
Take pyridoxine daily.


2.
Expect red colored urine and feces.


3.
Stop the medications when his cough is gone.


4.
Ask his doctor for oral streptomycin.
12.
An adult client is being treated for genital herpes with acyclovir (Zovirax) tablets. Which statement she makes indicates she understands her therapy?


1.
“It is safe now to have sexual relations.”


2.
“I will stay home from work until the blisters are gone.”


3.
“This medicine will cure the herpes infection.”


4.
“If the blisters come back I will start taking the pills immediately.”

13.
The clinic nurse is teaching an adult male who has AIDS.  He is receiving zidovudine.  Which statement he makes indicates he understands the medication regimen?


1.
“If I get a sore throat and it is hard to swallow my capsules, I can empty the capsule into applesauce.”


2.
“I am hopeful that this drug will get rid of this awful disease.”


3.
“I understand I might need a transfusion.


4.
“I should take acetaminophen (Tylenol), not aspirin if I get a fever.”

14.
A 13-month-old child is admitted to the emergency room with salicylate poisoning. Her mother found her beside the empty bottle of adult aspirin.   She says there were “about 10” aspirin left in the bottle.  What manifestations would the nurse most expect to see in the child?


1.
Bradypnea and pallor.


2.
Hyperventilation and hyperpyrexia.


3.
Subnormal temperature and bleeding.


4.
Melena and tachycardia.

15.
A toddler who has swallowed several adult aspirin is admitted to the emergency room. When admitted the child is breathing but is difficult to arouse.  The immediate priority of care will be: 


1.
Administration of syrup of ipecac 


2.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation.


3.
Ventilatory support.


4.
Gastric lavage.

16.
An adult client had an abdominal hysterectomy this morning.  Meperidine HCl (Demerol) 75 mg IM q 3-4 hrs prn for pain is ordered.  At 9 p.m. she complains of lower abdominal pain.  She was last medicated at 5:45 p.m.  What is the most appropriate initial action for the nurse to take?


1.
Offer her a bedpan and a back rub.


2.
Reposition her.


3.
Administer meperidine HCl 75 mg IM.


4.
Encourage her to perform relaxation and breathing exercises.

17.
An adult client has rheumatoid arthritis.  Aspirin 975 mg q 4 hrs prn is ordered for pain.  At 2 p.m. the client requests pain medication.   Aspirin was last given at 9:30 a.m.  The most appropriate initial action for the nurse to take is


1.
Give the aspirin as ordered.


2.
Question the order as it is a higher than normal dosage.



3.
Attempt to divert the client’s attention from the pain.


4.
Assess the nature of the pain.

18.
An elderly adult is scheduled for repair of a fractured femur this morning.  The nurse goes in to administer pre- op medication of Demerol 75 mg and Atropine 0.4 mg I.M. The client asks the nurse if he should take his eye drops before surgery.  What is the best initial response for the nurse to make?


1.
“You can take them when you get back from surgery.”


2.
“I’ll give them to you now.”


3.
“Let me check with your physician.”


4.
“What kind of eye drops are you taking?

19.
A young adult, 20 years old, who is hospitalized for the first time with schizophrenia is receiving chlorpromazine (Thorazine) 75 mg po tid.  The client is to go home for a weekend pass.  Which statement the client makes indicates a need for nursing intervention?


1.
“I won’t drink any alcohol this weekend.”


2.
“It will be good to taste home cooked food again.”


3.
“We plan to go dancing.”


4.
“I’m looking forward to a relaxing weekend at the beach.”

20.
An adult has angina and is to be discharged on transdermal nitroglycerin.  Which statement by the client indicates the client needs additional teaching?


1.
“I am glad that I can continue swimming.”


2.
“I will change the site each day.”


3.
“I will be able to continue to drink alcoholic beverages.”


4.
“I will need to get up slowly.”

21.
A 79-year-old is complaining of anginal pain.  The client has taken 3 Nitroglycerine tablets sublingually as prescribed.  The pain persists.  What question should the nurse ask to determine the potency of the medication?


1.
Do you feel nauseous now?


2.
Is your pain better since you took the pill?


3.
Did you get a headache when you took the nitroglycerine?


4.
When was the last time you had angina?

22.
A 60-year-old client has been hospitalized for deep vein thrombosis.  The client is to be discharged on warfarin (Coumadin) 5 mg po daily.  Which statement the client makes indicates the best understanding of the medication routine?


1.
“I will take aspirin if my joints hurt.”


2.
“I love to eat spinach salads.”


3.
“I will get a blood test next week.”


4.
“I made an appointment to have my teeth pulled.”

23.
A 57-year-old client is to be discharged from the hospital.  The client is taking digoxin and hydrochlorothiazide daily.  Which instruction is most essential for the nurse to give this client?


1.
Take your medicine early in the day.


2.
Be sure to drink orange juice and eat bananas or melons every day.


3.
Avoid foods high in sodium.


4.
Drink plenty of milk.

24
Furosemide exerts its diuretic effect by


1.
Exchanging sodium ions for potassium ions.


2.
Increasing the osmotic pressure of the glomerular filtrate inside the renal tubule.


3.
Blocking the sodium retaining effects of aldosterone.


4.
Inhibiting reabsorption of sodium and chloride in the ascending loop of Henle.

25.
An adult received regular insulin at 7 A.M.  At 10 A.M. she is irritable and sweaty 
but her skin is cool.  The most appropriate action for the nurse to take is


1.
Have her lie down for a rest.


2.
Administer sugar.


3.
Give ordered insulin.


4.
Encourage exercise.

26.
An adult woman is taking cortisone for an acute exacerbation of rheumatoid arthritis.   She is upset about the fat face she has developed.  She says to the nurse, “I’m going to quit taking that cortisone.”  The nurse’s response should be based on the 
understanding that


1.
Cortisone does not cause a fat face.


2.
The symptoms will get less as her body adjusts to the medication.


3.
The drug should be immediately discontinued when adverse effects occur.


4.
Cortisone should never be abruptly discontinued.

27.
An adult woman has been diagnosed as having hypothyroidism.  She is taking Cytomel (liothyronine sodium) 50 mcg daily.  For which of the following is this person at greatest risk?


1.
Angina


2.
Fatigue


3.
Rash


4.
Gastritis

28.
A 19 -year old woman has just started taking birth control pills.  She calls the clinic nurse to say her breasts are tender and she is nauseous.  The nurse’s response is based on the knowledge that


1.
These are serious side effects.


2.
These effects usually decrease after 3 to 6 cycles.


3.
Taking the pill in the morning reduces side effects.


4.
Taking the pills every other day reduces side effects.

29.
The nurse is caring for an adult who has acute renal failure.  Aluminum hydroxide gel (Amphojel) is ordered.  The nurse knows the primary goal for administering this drug is to


1.
Prevent development of Curling’s ulcers.


2.
Bind phosphates.


3.
Maintain normal pH.


4.
Prevent diarrhea.

30.
An adult has second and third degree burns over 50% of his body.   Aluminum hydroxide gel (Amphojel) is ordered. The nurse knows the primary goal for administering this drug is to


1.
Prevent development of Curling’s ulcers.


2.
Bind phosphates.


3.
Maintain normal pH.


4.
Prevent diarrhea.

31.
An adult has a duodenal ulcer.   Cimetidine (Tagamet) 300 mg qid is ordered.  Which instruction is most essential to give the client?


1.
Take the tablets at 6-hour intervals.


2.
Take the tablets with meals and at bedtime with food.


3.
Tagamet may turn the stools black.


4.
You should plan to take this medicine indefinitely.

32.
An adult is hospitalized for an acute attack of gout.   Which medication should the nurse expect to administer?


1.
Morphine


2.
Colchicine


3.
Allopurinol


4.
Ibuprofen

33.
An adult had a kidney transplant.   He is taking maintenance doses of Cyclosporine and prednisone.   Which of the following is the greatest cause for concern to the nurse?


1.
Moon face


2.
Acne


3.
Sore throat


4.
Mood swings

34.
A 9-year-old is seen in the emergency room after stepping on a rusty nail.   He has received no immunizations.   What should the nurse expect to give him initially?


1.
Tetanus toxoid.


2.
DPT


3.
Immune serum globulin.


4.
Penicillin.

35.
A woman who is 2 months pregnant has a 5-year-old child who just came down with rubella.  What should the nurse expect to administer to the woman?


1.
Immune serum globulin.


2.
MMR


3.
RhoGam


4.
Rubella antitoxin
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